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This issue of the Fuel Point is one of our biggest and best!  We are grateful to the 
fuels community for their input and participation with the Army Petroleum Center in 
helping us to communicate and support the field with issues relating to safety, equipment 
and achievements.  You will also note this issue includes articles of information on fuel 
initiatives with the Marines and Air Force…yes, a ‘purple’ issue of the Fuel Point!   
APC thanks all the contributors for their input. 
 
How much better can this issue begin than to portray how our troops are impacting Iraqi 
people.  We wanted to include these pictures which demonstrate Americans are 
appreciated for their efforts …an ‘assistance in kind’ of a different nature. 
 

 
PICTURES CAN SAY MORE THAN A THOUSAND WORDS!!!! 

 
        
HERE IS WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PETROLEUM QUALITY SURVEILLANCE  
 
Update of Tactical Labs  
By SFC Renee K. Williams 
 
It has been a busy three months for our petroleum laboratories participating in OEF and 
OIF.  The 371st QM BN has transferred responsibility of the mobile semi-trailer 
laboratory to the KBR contractors at Bagram, Afghanistan, and returned to Moreno 



Valley, CA to a heartfelt homecoming.  They have done a superb job supporting our 
warfighters and coalition forces this past year.  The 603rd ASB has arrived and set up 
PQAS operations near Taji, Iraq.  The PQAS team is operating two ten hour shifts daily 
and accepting samples from various units.  It is good to know they have reported no 
operating deficiencies with the PQAS.  There are currently two Air Mobile Labs operated 
by the 27th MSB and the 601st FSB participating in OIF.  The air labs have reported, “To 
our surprise, the generator is still kicking!”  One way the air labs have “kicked” the heat 
is by testing the fuel samples at night.  The heat during the day, during the summer and 
autumn months, increased the load on the 15k generator to keep the interior of the air lab 
cooled.  Testing fuel at night puts less stress on the 15k generator.  Good lesson learned 
Lab techs!  KBR contractors are also operating a base lab near Balad, Iraq.  Quality 
Surveillance NCO’s from the 3rd QM DET and the 328th QM DET have been assisting 
the Army Petroleum Center in pre-certifying the KBR contracted Labs.  Finally, the 259th 
QM BN, Denver, CO recently received certification for their mobile semi-trailer 
laboratory.  The 259th QM BN lab team did an excellent job preparing for the 
certification.  
 
Units interested in obtaining a laboratory training plan to prepare for deployment or 
weekend drills can download it from the USAPC website.  It will be located under 
Mobile Laboratory Operations. 
 
Are you having difficulty ordering 25 amp fuses through the Army supply system for 
your mobile semi-trailer lab?  The 259th QM BN has found a local supplier.  
www.Grainger.com  The Grainger 25 amp fuse part number is 4XC63.  Thanks 259th QM 
BN for sharing the information. 
 
 
 
UPDATE ON THE QUARTERMASTER LIQUID LOGISTICS EXERCISE 
 
We’d first like to thank LTC Gilligan, SGM Grace and the 475th QM GP Staff for doing an 
outstanding job with the QLLEX 05 mid planning workshop.  The briefings, mini trade show, 
discussion panel and training course from the QMC&S/DESC/APC folks was appreciated by the 
Soldiers, NCOs and Officers. Always, these workshops provide insight to the challenges and 
shortfalls the soldiers and leaders have to work on day to day.  Keep up the great work! 
 

 



 
Many issues are addressed in the workshops from participants among the fuel community.  
The Army Petroleum Center (APC), the Quartermaster Center and School (QMC&S), Petroleum 
and Water Department (PWD) and the Defense Support Energy Center (DESC) participated in 
the yearly Quartermaster Liquid Logistics Exercise (QLLEX) mid-planning conference from 7-10 
Jan 05.  Refresher training on select petroleum topics, in an open panel question and answer 
period covering QLLEX and OIF topics, were all part of this years QLLEX.   
 

 
 
The overall event was very successful with over 38 Reserve and National Guardsmen 
participating in the refresher training.  
 
During the workshop, COL Vance presented a Meritorious Unit Citation/Commendation to 
soldiers of the 49th QM GP for their phenomenal support of supplying fuel to the V Corp and 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Forces.  The Group consisted of one Petroleum Pipeline Terminal 
Operations unit (240th QM BN), two Bulk Fuel Transportation units (260th and 362nd QM BNs), 
one Water Supply unit (599th QM BN), and one Petroleum Operations Detachment (809th 
Petroleum Detachment).  Members of Active Army, Army Reserve and National Guard soldiers 
were all involved in providing this support.  The picture below shows COL Vance presenting the 
Commendation to members of the aforementioned units. 
 

 
COL Vance Presenting Award to respective unit representative 



 
 
NOW FOR NEWS ON RIFTS AND OPDS…TWO GREAT EFFORTS FOR TACTICAL 
DISTIRUBTION OF PETROLEUM!!! 
 
In December 2004, the second summit for the Rapidly Installed Fluid Transfer Systems 
(RIFTS) was held at Southwest Research Institute, where the concept demonstration 
models were operated for a large group representing users, materiel developers, test 
community, DA, PM, TACOM and TARDEC.  Seen below are some of the attendees 
reviewing RIFTS components…Director, DCD QM and Director, APC, the CDR 49th 
QM GP among others. 
 

 
 
 
TRANSFORMING OFFSHORE PETROLEUM DISCHARGE  
 
The RIFTS objective is to develop a tactical bulk fluid transfer system that significantly 
reduces strategic lift footprint and emplace/deployment time over the existing Inland 
Petroleum Distribution System (IPDS) although it will have the ability to interface with 
IPDS.  It is flexible enough to operate in any location over any terrain and is capable of 
rapid relocation/redeployment to meet the future modular force structure operating on an 
asymmetric battlefield. 
 
The strategic and tactical lift will be reduced by 50% as all components are packaged, 
stored, and transported in integral LHS compatible ISO containers.  It has an installation 
rate of 20 miles per day and will reduce manpower and material handling requirements 
through the utilization of LHS compatible vehicles dedicated to the RIFTS.  
Environmentally friendly, the number of connection points where leaks could occur are 
reduced by 30 times over the IPDS.   



 
The existing IPDS will continue to be part of the petroleum distribution capability for the 
foreseeable future and can be utilized in areas where rapid construction is not required 
and a stable, long duration operation is anticipated.  The RIFTS capability can be 
concentrated in areas where rapid establishment of a ‘fluid’ distribution (Liquid 
Logistics) capability is required and will include everything required to establish a 50 
mile ‘fluid’ transfer system. 
 
AS FOR OPDS… 
 
Military Sealift Command (MSC) officially announced the award of a contract that will 
transform the Offshore Petroleum Discharge System (OPDS).  A new system, which does 
not include a fuel storage capability, will be able to deliver 1.7 million gallons of JP5 or 
JP8 from up to eight miles offshore in Sea State 3 from any commercial or government 
owned tanker.  The system is based around a dynamically positioned OPDS support 
vessel (a new U.S. vessel based on a modified offshore supply vessel design) which 
transports and deploys 8 miles of flexible pipe. It also includes a smaller tender vessel, 
which provides assistance in the deployment of the flexible pipe and in-station keeping 
for the tanker.  This contract for a complete turn-key system is a major step forward in 
the support to the war fighter.  Even more exciting is once this new system is mated up 
with the soon deployed Rapid Installed Fluid Transfer System (RIFTS)...e.g. on-shore 
flexible pipeline, DOD will finally have the capability to put fuel on the ground in almost 
any place in the world, under some of the most extreme conditions.  
 
 
 
REMEMBER THIS IS A ‘PURPLE’ ISSUE.   
 
The Air Force has awarded a $187M contract to the Entwistle Company in Hudson, 
Massachusetts to design and build the next generation of FMSE. The next generation FMSE 
equipment, known as Fuels Operational Readiness Capability Equipment or FORCE, is a robust 
2,700 GPM system modeled after the Type III hydrant system. The FORCE system can be 
described as a series of deployable fuel handling components that are designed and engineered to 
produce a 900-GPM receipt, storage and constant pressure aircraft hydrant refueling and 
distribution system at bare base and un-improved bed down locations. FORCE has been sized and 
designed to provide a 400K gallon per day sustained capability with a surge capability to 1M 
gallons per day for three days. FORCE can simultaneously receive 4 commercial tank trucks and 
transfer fuel up to one mile at 900 GPM. FORCE was built with hot and cold pit capability and 
can refuel up to six aircraft simultaneously at 450 GPM each or three large frame aircraft with 
two hoses at 900 GPM each. FORCE can also service three single AC through only one of the 
two hoses at three different servicing platforms at 600 GPM each. Force is scheduled for First 
Article Testing in late spring of 2005 and Operational Utility Testing at a SWA forward operating 
location in late fall 2005. We can expect to see our first production models fielded in FY06 at a 
rate of two modules per month. 

 
 



HERE IS AN AVIATION REFUELER THAT THE Marines ARE ADOPTING FOR USE AS 
AN AIRCRAFT REFUELER … 

 
 
 
 
 



And how is this for loading capability? 
 
 

 
 

       
      
 

 
 
 Talk about utilizing all the space you have!!! 
 
 



ISSUES OF SPECIAL NOTE… 
 
 
COLLAPSIBLE FABRIC STORAGE TANKS 
To date, many questions are received from the field on ‘fuel bags’ …So the below message 
remains for this safety issue and concern.   
 
TACOM GPM 03-002 and APC PETROLEUM TECHNICAL ADVISORY MESSAGE #2004-
003 states: 
 
“Maximum fill capacity for ALL SIZES of collapsible fabric storage tanks manufactured by 
RELIANCE is set at 70 PERCENT.  All other fabric storage tanks may be filled to their 
maximum fill capacity based on the Commander’s discretion and mission requirements”. 
 
REPLACEMENT CLAMPS 
 
THE MARCH 2005 PS Magazine has an article on Fuel Tankers and replacement clamps.  The 
old style ground wire clamps used on fuel tankers are known to fall apart from rust and broken 
springs.  If you have an old clamp that’s seen its last days, replace it with a more durable clamp 
that comes with NSN 5999-00-134-5844.  The new clamp is a snap to install.  Simply remove the 
old clamp, snip off the wire eyelet if there is one, and fit the wire into the new clamp.  Use a 3/32 
–in hex wrench from the No 1 or No 2 common shop set to tighten the clamp’s handle screws to 
ground wire. 
 
 
PM PETROLEUM AND WATER SYSTEMS HELP DESK   
To ensure support for incoming field questions, PM PAWS has set up an email account 
‘pmpaws@tacom.army.mil’.  You may also contact them by telephone:  Comml 586-574-4200 or 
DSN 786-4200. 
 
WE ARE ALWAYS PLEASED TO GIVE ‘KUDOS’ FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED 
AWARDS!!!  Most especially for so many areas of an ARMS inspection… 
 
We don’t have a picture for this award mention, but makes it nonetheless and deserves 
personal recognition. The APC excellence award and coin was presented during aforementioned 
ARMS to SSG Ball of the Ft. Indiantown Gap Aviation Facility.  SSG Ball received a 100% 
rating in the packaged POL sub-area of the inspection and his organization and attention to detail 
in this area is well above the norm when compared to many other locations where this area is 
often a problem. 
 
We do have a picture of this crew in the 104th, from 23-24 October, the soldiers of the POL 
section HHC 2-104th, GSAB, Fort Indiantown Gap, were subject of a FORSCOM ARMS 
inspection to determine their Petroleum readiness in the areas of Training, Accountability, 
Equipment, Quality Surveillance, Safety and Aircraft Refueling.  Their performance under the 
tutelage of NCOIC SFC Sitlinger was nothing but stellar.  From the attention to detail in their 
accountability to the flawlessness of their Aircraft Refueling, this POL section distinguished 
themselves as professional POL technicians.  Their professionalism earned them a score of 100% 
and the APC coin of excellence award and the admiration of their peers.   



 
 
This team effort reflects great credit among not only themselves but the HHC 2-104th, and the 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard. 
 
Fuel is the life blood of logistics and an Air Force slogan is ‘Without Fuel Pilots Are 
Pedestrians’.  The APC is grateful for having the opportunity to work with LTC Woolley who 
has been the Joint Petroleum Officer at US Pacific command.  We congratulate him on selection 
for promotion to Colonel in the USAF which is a crowning achievement for 
a man who has given 31 years to his country.  We are proud to announce his promotion in our 
Fuel Point.  His new rank will be effective on or about September of this year.   
 

 
 

LTC Woolley and his wife Donna…the paper eagles are only temporary and were provided for 
his promotion party by the Hickam AFB Officers Club. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
And from APC we have a combined 90 years of experience with three of our own who received 
their 25, 30 and 35 year service awards.  Thank you Stephanie, Joe and Phil! 
 

   
     Joe Eby       Stephanie Harper   Philip Richards 
 
The Air Force Petroleum (AFPET) launched a new website: 
 
The new site is designed to have a more attractive AF Portal-like look and feel.  
Both websites shall remain up until all content is migrated from the old site to the 
new.   Note that a number of the web pages are available for public access 
while some are .mil-restricted.  The URL for the new website is  
http://afpet.ft-belvoir.af.mil.    
 
 
Upcoming Events of Interest: 
 

• 12 -13 April 05 Liquid Logistics Council of Colonels at Fort Pickett VA 
• 15 -18 April 05 Final Planning Workshop for QLLEX 05 at Dallas TX 
•   9 -13 May 05 POL Partners In The Pacific Warfighters Conference  
•  June – July Quartermaster Liquid Logistics Exercise 2005 

 
If you need new safety glasses turn the page…. Safety glasses are a lot cheaper then a new eyeball. 




